
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
AMBERLEY VILLAGE COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2012 
 
The Council of Amberley Village, Ohio met in a regular session at the Amberley Village Hall, 
7149 Ridge Road on MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2012 at 6:30 P.M.  Mayor J.K. Byar called the 
meeting to order.  The following roll call was taken: 
 
PRESENT: ALSO PRESENT: ABSENT: 
Richard Bardach Scot Lahrmer, Village Manager  

J.K. Byar Rich Wallace, Police/Fire Chief   
Bill Doering 
Ed Hattenbach 

Kevin Frank, Village Solicitor 
Nicole Browder, Clerk of Council 

 

Tom Muething Rick Kay, Village Treasurer  
Ray Warren   
Natalie Wolf   
 
Mayor Byar welcomed everyone to the regularly scheduled meeting of the Amberley Village 
Council and led those in attendance through the pledge of allegiance.  Ms. Betty Whitaker then 
sang the National Anthem. 
 
MINUTES 
Mayor Byar presented the minutes of the January 9, 2012, regular meeting with minor 
amendments and the minutes of the February 13, 2012, regular meeting. He asked if there were 
any corrections or additions. Since there were none, Mayor Byar stated that the minutes would 
stand as submitted.   
 
FINANCE REPORT 
Mr. Lahrmer presented the January, 2012, Finance Report (a copy of which is attached to these 
minutes).   
 
A summary of this report noted total revenue for the month of January of $224,456 while 
expenses equaled $389,961.  Encumbrances for 2012 total $679,344, which is about half of 
what was encumbered last year in January.  The encumbrances have the effect of lowering the 
Village fund balance which was $2,243,070 at the end of January.  While the Village has relied 
on its fund balance each year, the General Fund balance continues to show a decline. 
 
Mayor Byar asked if there were any questions for the manager. Since there were none, the 
report was accepted as submitted.   
 
PRESENTATIONS/SPEAKERS 
Ms. Natalie Fields from the Deer Park branch of the Hamilton County Library expressed 
appreciation for the local community support for the library.  She shared various statistics 
regarding patronage and commented on the library’s resources and progress in areas such as 
technology and access. 
 
Former Mayor Merrie Stillpass stated that she appointed the Citizen Ad Hoc Advisory 
Committee last October to review the village finances to help council through the difficult 
process of assessing methods of working toward a balanced budget.  She commented that her 
vision was to continue efforts that were already underway to reduce expenses and increase 
efficiencies at Village Hall, and to look at various methods to enhance revenue. 
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She then thanked the committee for the time and effort spent over the past four months.  She 
also thanked the administrative staff and the police chief and his team for the assistance 
provided having generated reports and time spent away from their normal duties to assist the 
committee members. 
 
Ad Hoc Advisory Committee Co-Chairs Rick Lauer and Stephen Lerner, along with Ad 
Hoc Committee member Bill Lennard gave a presentation regarding the process the 
committee followed to reach its recommendations contained in its report to council (a copy of 
the report along with presentation slides are attached to these minutes).  The committee made 
up of 14 residents held 14 formal meetings which were open to the public and the work took 
place over a 4 month period. The recommendations of the committee (which are included in the 
report) were reviewed and discussed at the meeting. There were a number of questions by 
council members regarding the report and its recommendations. The report was received by 
council and the recommendations will be reviewed through the normal council process (e.g., by 
committees) and recommended changes would also follow the normal council process. 
 
Mayor Byar thanked the committee for its time and dedication to the village. 
 
RESIDENTS TO ADDRESS COUNCIL 
Ms. Nancy Raeisi, resident at 7465 Elbrook Avenue, expressed concern about the accuracy of 
some of the information in the Ad Hoc Report (specifically the financial information from other 
municipalities) and urged council to review the information before making any decisions. Ms 
Raeisi independently tried to check the information and found different information. A copy of 
her findings was presented to council. She also urged council to include employees in 
discussions when considering changes that will affect employees. 
 
Mr. Colin Driscoll, resident at 6600 Ridge Road, cited information contained in Mr. Lahrmer’s 
report to the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee of January 19 (30 % Budget Reduction Scenario).  
Specifically he encouraged council to give serious consideration to the idea of outsourcing fire 
service to a neighboring community and to also consider outsourcing the police and fire 
dispatch operation. There was some discussion concerning these options and some confusion 
concerning the numbers that were being discussed. After additional discussion, Mayor Byar 
thanked Mr. Driscoll for his comments and invited him to attend the “Visit with the Mayor” 
meetings that will be held on the last Thursday monthly from 4:00-5:00 p.m. at Village Hall.  All 
residents are invited to attend. 
 
Mrs. Peg Conway, resident at 8101 Springvalley Drive, noted that she was a member of a 
political action committee that supported the police levy.  She commented that it was viewed by 
other communities that passing a 10-mill levy by 60% was an extraordinary accomplishment 
and she also noted that voter turnout in Amberley was the highest in the county.  She thanked 
the Village Manager and Chief for all of their work.  Mrs. Conway also commented that she was 
concerned with the recommendation in the Ad Hoc Report that the committee should remain in 
existence. Although she appreciated all of the work of the committee, she felt that this was now 
the responsibility of council to review the recommendations and take appropriate actions.  If 
Council feels the need for such an advisory group as the Ad Hoc, then a new committee should 
be formed that is more representative of the community, specifically, to include women. 
 
Resident Ms. Stacey Lefton, commented with respect to the recommendations of the Ad Hoc 
Committee that council needs to take many other factors (not just financial numbers) into 
consideration when making comparisons to other communities. She particularly noted that the 
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level of crime in bordering communities is a very significant factor that can cause direct 
comparisons between communities to be difficult. 
 
 
Mr. Byar thanked all of the speakers for their comments. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Wolf made the following announcements: 
 

 Community garden at Amberley Green will be open on April 15.  Flyers will be distributed 
via email.   

 Spring Garden Preparations lecture on March 29 at 7 p.m. at Village Hall. 

 The Village will host the Tree City USA luncheon on April 20 at the Jewish Community 
Center. 

 The Amberley Green clearing events will begin on May 3. 

 The Cincinnati Park Board will host Camp Canine in French Park on Saturdays from 
April 21-May 12. 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
Mr. Bardach conducted the first reading of ORDINANCE 2012-02, ORDINANCE ADOPTING 
SECTION 154.54 TO PERMIT DOMESTICATED CHICKENS IN THE VILLAGE.  This 
ordinance would allow up to six domesticated chickens on residential property.  There was 
some discussion regarding the procedure for which such legislation is brought through to 
council.  The second reading will be at the April 9 council meeting. 
 
MANAGER’S REPORT 
Mr. Lahrmer reported that the Village has participated in the Center for Local Government 
(CLG) Electricity Aggregation program and has saved dollars by pooling our electric needs with 
about 7 other communities. The Village has agreed to participate again this year and through 
the CLG, directed Good Energy to seek the best electric aggregation rates for our collective 
publicly owned facilities.  
 
He stated that on February 17, he entered into a contract for Direct Energy to provide electric to 
Village owned facilities at a rate of $0.04374/kWh.  Our previous rate with Direct was 
$0.04822/kWh, representing more than a 9% decrease from the previous rate.  This price has 
been locked in for 24 months. Based on our current usage of 545,731 kWh annually, our annual 
expenditure on this contract will be $23,870 compared to $26,315 based on last year’s rate, 
resulting in a savings of $2,445. Direct Energy was our provider last year saving the Village 
$13,300 or approximately 33% over 2010’s rates.   
 
Mr. Muething read and moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2012-29, RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT WITH DIRECT 
ENERGY TO RPOVIDE ELECTRICTY OT THE VILLAGE.  Seconded by Mr. Doering and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mr. Lahrmer reported that the Village outsources the mowing of the 130-acre Amberley Green 
site. Staff has obtained quotes from multiple contractors to secure the lowest and best quote for 
the upcoming mowing season. Fredericks Landscaping and EMES Lawn Care submitted 
quotes, slightly below last year’s costs per cut.  The lowest quote was been submitted by EMES 
Lawn Care. Based on how often the property was mowed in 2011, their quote is $126.69 less 
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than Fredericks.  EMES is the recommended vendor for mowing services in 2012.  Mr. 
Muething read and moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2012-31, RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING THE VILLAGE MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR MOWING 
SERVICES FOR AMBERLEY GREEN.  Seconded by Mr. Warren, with Mr. Hattenbach 
abstaining, the motion carried   
 
Mr. Lahrmer reported that the Board of Zoning Appeals tabled the conditional use permit 
requested by Congregation Sha’arei Torah to construct and operate a synagogue at 2400 
Section Road, east of Elbrook Avenue, on the property known as Abrams Acres, pending 
additional information from the applicant based upon village staff reports.   
 
The Board approved the draft of the zoning classification for the North Site and will hold a public 
hearing at its next meeting on April 2 to allow for public input.  
 
Council approved the master agreement last month for DP&L Energy Resources (DP&LER) and 
the price for our residents has been locked in at $.0455/ kWh. The customer list has been 
requested from Duke. An opt-out letter has been submitted to PUCO for their approval and will 
be mailed March 17 by DP&LER to current customers of Duke who will have 21 days to opt out. 
If they do not opt-out after the 21 days, Duke will notify them that they an additional 7 days to 
opt-out. Enrollment will start with meter reading on or about April 10. Duke only enrolls 
customers on meter reading dates so if a meter is read April 5, that account will not be enrolled 
until May 5. The current Duke Energy "Price to Compare" is $0.0597.  The Village's aggregation 
rate is more than a 20% discount of the Duke Energy price to compare.  
 
Since the winter heating season will practically be over by the time the Village's Natural Gas 
Aggregation Program could be online, the Village has opted to focus on that program later in the 
year.   
 
Mr. Lahrmer also reported that the village’s maintenance employees were able to provide 
mutual aid to the tornado damaged areas of Moscow and Felicity.  No overtime was involved.  
The village has received mutual aid from other communities over the years and this was an 
opportunity for the village to give back. 
 
CHIEF’S REPORT 
Chief Wallace thanked the residents and supporters of the police levy.  He thanked the 
employees who helped in their off time.  He commented that he feels this was the first step in 
creating financial stability for the village. 
 
Chief Wallace reported that the police department had 1,700 details for the month, including an 
attempted burglary.  There were 80 citations to Mayor’s court.  24 arrests were made in 
February. 
 
Chief Wallace invited residents to attend the next block watch program on March 19 at 7 p.m. in 
the community room for those that are interested in creating block watches in their 
neighborhoods. 
 
VICE MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mrs. Wolf presented and Mr. Doering moved to approve RESOLUTION NO. 2012-32, 
RESOLUTION TO ENDORSE JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE COMMUNITY FOR A LIFETIME 
FOR THE RESIDENTS OF AMBERLEY VILLAGE.  Seconded by Mr. Warren and the motion 
carried unanimously.  
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MAYOR’S REPORT 
Mayor Byar again thanked the Ad Hoc Advisory Committee and everyone for their comments. 
He then requested that a letter from resident Sandi Pywen be read into the record by Mrs. 
Browder as it was related to the Ad Hoc Committee, a copy of which his attached hereto. 
 
There being no further business, Mayor Byar adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
      Nicole Browder, Clerk of Council 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mayor J.K. Byar 


